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EM TOE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as follows. 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of archiving and retrieving digital media items* b ase d o n 
episodic memory of predefined distinct gr oup ^ f ^ i ^ Wi ^ i ff £ "^ ®® p to th e meth od-comprising 

receiving a user input identifying a group of users t o which an archiving t he-user 
belongs; 

receiving wsei^-archivlng Input Jafet Identif/ingi a digital media item to be archived for 
the group, the user's selection of s e l ecting zero or more group event types from a 
predetermined plurality of group event types fop- specific to t he group, the user's selection of 
setee&ag-zero or more persons in the group, and the user's selection of se lecting a time or t ime 
period; 

generating index information using the received user archiving Input; 
storing the index information In association with the identified digital media item; 
repeating the reception of tiseMrchiving inpu t data, the generation of the index 
information and the storing of the index information for a plurality of digital media items; 

receiving a u s er retrieval input data representtngL^selection of s eteeHfte-efraeteffiaticaii y 



■a default ot^zero or more group event types from the predetermined plurality of 



group event types for the group, a selection of a default or zero or more persons in the group, 
and a selection of a & J Be^BF-time period; and 

using the selections and the Identified group to retrieve and output digital media items 
that match the selection. 

2. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 1 wherein the user-retrieval input data 
comprises a user input from e -newanother d iffe ren t user identifying a group to which the 
flgwother differercS-user belongs and the digital media items are retrieved using the group 
identified for the newother d iff e r e nt user in the user retrieval input. 

3. (Original) A method according to claim 1 including defining the distinct groups of people, 
and defining group event types that are appropriate for members of the groups to distinguish 
episodic events memorable to the group. 
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4. (Original) A method according to daim 1 including receiving said digital media Item to be 
archived, and storing said digital media item in association with the index information. 

5. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 including receiving a user archiving 
input data Identifying a digital media item as being associated with a memorable high point in 
the mind of the user. 

6. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 5 wherein the usee-retrieval input 
includes an input selecting memorable high points. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 wherein the Index information is 
generated to Includes an identification of a media type of the digital media item. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 7 wherein the ttsef-retrieval input data 
includes an input identifying a media type, and the digital media items are retrieved and output 
based on the identified media type. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 including receiving a-useMrchiving 
input d§£aJdentifying a plurality of digital media items and an input identifying the digital media 
items to be associated as perceived by the user, wherein the index information is generated to 
include the identified association. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 9 wherein, when digital media items are 
retrieved and output as a result of the user retrieval input, any digital media items having the 
identified association In the index information are automatically identified for retrieval and 
output 

11. (Original) A method according to claim 10 wherein the automatically identified digital 
media items are automatically retrieved and output. 

12. (Original) A method according to claim 10 including outputting a notification to a user that 
associated digital media Kerns are available, and retrieving and outputting automatically 
identified digital media items in response to a user input. 

13. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 farther comprising: metudiro 

receiving a user request for automatic nostalgic retrieval, 
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automatically generating an initial set of said selections, 

using the selections to retrieve and output digital media items, 

automatically modifying one or more of the selections, 

using the modified selections to retrieve and output digital media items and 

repeating the modifying, and retrieval and output steps. 

14. (Currently Amended) A user terminal for use in the archiving and retrieval of digital media 
items ba se d on e pisod i c memory of associated with predefined distinct groups of one or more 
people, the terminal comprising: 

user Interface means for gWe wing o user to generatingL _c on a rchiving inpu t data? 
identifyingi 

a group to which the user belongs, id ent i fying 
a digital media item to be archived for the group, 

a user selection of selecting z ero or more group event types from a 
predetermined plurality of group event types fet HSPeeifie to t he group, 

a user selection of S Q l o ctin q -zero or more persons in the group, and 
a user selection of s eieettoa-a Sme-©Mime period; 
transmission means for transmitting the archiving Input to a processing device for 
generating index information using the archiving input and for storing the index information in 
association with the identified item; 

wherein said user Interface means further is adapted to a ll ow a user - to -forLgeneratjng_e 
a-retrieval inputLdaJar identifying; 

a group to which a retrieving t he-user belongs, 

a retrieving user's selection of s steefera -a default or zero or more group event 
types from the predetermined plurality of group event types for the group, 

a retrieving user's selection of s c tee&"ft g - a default or zero or more persons in the 

group, 

a retrieving user's selecb'on of s eteeEfoa-a gme-er-time period and identifying if 
retrieva l is to bo automatic ; and 

said transmission means Is adapted to transmit the retrieval Input to the processing 
device to identify digital media items using the retrieval input; 
the user terminal further including 
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receiving means for receiving any digital media items identified by the processing 
device; and 

a display for displaying the received digital media items. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method of operating a terminal for use in the archiving and 
retrieval of digital media items based on episodic memory of -for predefined distinct groups of 
ene-ef^n&re-people, the method comprising: 

receiving from an archiving e Hewtoq-a-user fee— generate an a rchiving input_datef 
identifying! 

a group to which the user belongs, id entifying 
a digital media item to be archived for the group, 

a selection of s e l e cting zero or more group event types from a predetermined 
plurality of group event types specific to.fe rthe group, 

a selection of sete€ffire-zero or more persons in the group, and 
a selectiorLQf_s ete€^g-a Smwtime period; 
transmitting the archiving input to a processing device for generating index information 
using the archiving inputs and for storing the index information in association with the identified 
Item; 

receiving from a itewfagha retrieving user teijeflerate-a-refrleval InputLdata^ Identifying: 
a group to which the user belongs, 

a selection of default or s eleetira-zero or more group event types from the 
predetermined plurality of group event types for the group, se le cting 

a selection of default or z ero or more persons in the group, sclcctfog-_and 
a selection of a ferae-e^me period; — and identifying I f - roSrcevai is fee— ke 
automatic ; 

transmitting the retrieval input to the processing device to identify digital media items 
using the retrieval input; 

receiving any digital media items identified by the processing device; and 
displaying the received digital media items. 

16. (Original) A carrier medium storing processor readable and implementable code for 
controlling a processor to cany out the method of any one of claims 1 to 13 or 15. 
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17. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for archiving and retrieving digital media items fbrbased 



receiving means for receiving s-asef -archiving input jja^jdentifying a group to which 
the user belongs, ew4^sef-tb£.archlving input* da&jdentifying: 
a digital media item to be archived for the group, 

aselection of s electing zero or more group event types from a predetermined 
plurality of group event types fop -specific to t he group, se lecting 

a selection of zero or more persons in the group, and setesfef 

a selection of a time or t ime period; 
generating means for generating index information using the received user archiving 

input; 

storing means for storing the index information in association with the identified digital 
media item; 

wherein said receiving means Is adapted to receive a user retrieval input data identifying 
a manual or automatic selection of selecting- or to airtom g fica ll v s elect: z ero or more group 
event types from the predetermined plurality of group event types for the group, a selection of 
zero or more persons in the group, and a selection of a time or time period; and 

the apparatus further includes retrieval means for using the selections and the identified 
group to retrieve and output digital media Items that match the selections. 

18. (Currently Amended) Apparatus according to claim 17 wherein said receiving means Is 
adapted to receive the usef-retrieval input ^ajrom a diffcrent anotbet user -tfra n fr om chichi 
the arrtiv i rHfr-faFtiS^ te said retrieval input data identifying a g roup to which the 
other user belongs, t deflffiyfaq a group to w hich tho diffe r e nt u s er be l ongs. 

19. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 17 including means for defining the distinct groups 
of people, and for defining group event types that are appropriate for members of the groups 
to distinguish episodic events memorable to the group. 

20. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 17 wherein said receiving means is adapted to 
receive said digital media items to be archived, and item storing means for storing said digital 
media item in association with the index information. 

* 483653j.doc Page 6 of 12 aass^/i 




iredefined distinct groups of one or more people, the apparatus 



comprising: 



PAGE 7/14 * RCVD AT 5/27/2004 2:01:37 PM pastern Daylight Time] * SW:USPT0-€FXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:202 220 4201 * DURATION (mm-ss):04<J0 



'05/27/2004 14:02 FAX 202 220 4201 



KENVON 8e KENYON 



@|008/014 



21. (Currently Amended) Apparatus according to dalm 17 wherein said receiving means Is 
adapted to receive a user a rchiving input data identifying a digital media item as being 
associated with a memorable high point in the mind of ttie user. 

22. (Currently Amended) Apparatus according to claim 21 wherein said receiving means is 
adapted to receive a-wse^retrleval Input data selecting memorable high points. 

23. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 17 wherein said generating means is adapted to 
include an identification of a media type of the digital media item. 

24. (Currently Amended) Apparatus according to daim 23 wherein said receiving means is 
adapted to receive a-tf sc F-retrieval input da&Jdentifying a media type, and said retrieval means 
is adapted to retrieve and output digital media items based on the identified media type. 

25. (Currently Amended) Apparatus according to daim 17 wherein said receiving means Is 
adapted to receive th e user archiving input da&Jdentlfying a plurality of digital media items to 
be sequenced as perceived by the user, and said generating means is adapted to generate the 
index information to include the identified sequences. 

26. (Original) Apparatus according to daim 25 wherein said retrieval means is adapted to 
retrieve all digital media items identified to be sequenced when one or more digital media items 
are selected for retrieval. 

27. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 17 wherein said receiving means receives a 
r @q Ues t for automatic nostalgic retrieval, said generating means is adapted to generate an initial 
set of selections and automatically modify one or more of the selections at a time in response to 
the request, said retrieval means is adapted to sequentially output digital media items retrieved 
using the generated and modified sets of selection. 

28-57. (cancelled) 

Please add the following new claims: 

58. (New) A media archival method, comprising, under control of an operator who is a 
member of a group: 

authenticating an operator as a member of a group of users, 
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identifying candidate identification values based upon the group with whom the operator 
is authenticated, 

querying the operator for selection of identification data to be associated with a digital 
media Item, the query Identifying the candidate identification values and including valid 
selections of an event type and persons from the group and time, 

generating index information from a response of the operator, and 
storing the index information in association with the digital media item. 

59. (New) The archival method of claim 58, wherein the candidate identification values for 
persons include names of group members. 

60. (New) The archival method of claim 58, wherein the stored index information includes a 
flag that distinguishes high point items from other items, and the method further comprises 
setting the flag if the operator response includes an indication that the digital media item is a 
high point 

61. (New) The archival method of claim 58, wherein, if the operator response indicates that 
the digital media item is a member of a trail, the index information includes an identifier 
representing the media item's display position in a sequence of stored media items stored by 
the system. 

62. (New) A multimedia retrieval method, comprising, under control of an operator who is a 
member of a group: 

authenticating an operator as a member of a group of users, 

identifying candidate identification values based upon the group with whom the operator 
is authenticated, 

querying the operator for selection of identification data, the query identifying the 
candidate identification values and including valid selections of an event type and persons from 
the group and time, 

generating index information from a response of the operator, and 
retrieving stored media items corresponding to the index information. 

63. (New) The retrieval method of claim 62, wherein the candidate identification values for 
persons include names of group members. 
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64. (New) The retrieval method of claim 62, wherein the stored index information includes 
a flag that distinguishes high point items from other items, and the method further comprises 
searching for the flag among the stored index information if the operator response includes an 
indication that high point items are selected, 

65. (New) The retrieval method of claim 62, further comprising, tf the operator response 
indicates that a trail is selected, presenting stored media items in a sequence as identified in the 
index information corresponding to the presented media items. 



Page 9 of 12 



11854/1 



PAGE 10/14 * RCVD AT 5127/2(04 2:01:37 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVRUSPTO-EFXRMfl 1 DNIS:872930S* CSID:202 2204201 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-00 



